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market], and by staying with me a few days you
will greatly oblige me." The young merchant pre-
tended ] to make some excuses, but the khwdja would
not accept them, and ordered one of his agents, saying,
"Send quickly some burden-bearers, and bring the
goods, &c., from the caravanserai and lodge them in
such a place/3

The young merchant likewise sent a slave of his
own with [the agent] to bring the property and
merchandise ; and he himself remained with the
khwdja until the evening. When the time of [the
afternoon] market had elapsed, and the shop was
shut, the khwdja went towards his house. Then one
of the two slaves took the dog up under his arm, and
the other took up the stool and carpet ; and the two
negro slaves placed the two cages on the heads of
porters, and they themselves, accoutred with the five
weapons,2 went alongside of them. The khwdja took
hold of the young merchant's hand, and conversing
with him, reached his house.

The young merchant saw that the house was grand,
and fit for kings or nobles [to reside in]. Carpets
were spread on the border of a rivulet, and before
the masnad the different articles for the entertainment
were laid out. The dog's stool was placed there also,
and the khwdja arid young merchant took their seats ;
he presented to him some wine without ceremony ; .
they both began to drink. When they got merry,
the khwdja called for dinner ; the dastar-khwdr? was

1 Literally, made excuses from the surface of Ms heart," i.e., not serious
excuses.

2 That is, " completely armed."    Vide note 2, page 87.

3 On the exact meaning of dastar-Khivan, see note, page 104.